mate repayment money was given as a loan; but not otherwiae. A gift was never called a loan, it being felt that so to misname it was only to encourage a breach of faith. But in several cases loans or gifts were sanctioned, so large as probably to surprise?perhaps even shock?the average donor, but always bestowed with discretion, and successful in the object for which they ?were intended, obviating the necessity for further help.
The case which has been already quoted was an instance of this. The five pounds given by the Campden charities made it possible for the Committee to feed three children properly and make such arrangements for taking care of them as set the father free to look for and obtain work, thereby setting the whole family on a solid basis of comfort and well-being for the future. But of course sovereigns and five-pound notes cannot be thrown about promiscuously; enough mischief is done by the too careless distribution of shillings. These gifts were guided and justified by that personal investigation of, and acquaintance with, the circumstances of each case, which was one of the Association's fundamental laws. Alms-giving alone was never its object; it was employed only as a means to independence, and its form and amount was always adapted as carefully as might be to that end.
Yery little in the way of "relief works" was attempted.
That, at best, is a temporary expedient, which must one day be discontinued, and, therefore, was unsuitable to the special aim of the Association, viz., the elevation of the poor into a condition of independence. in collecting rents, they lost all the money they had, ard when we found them, the woman had pawned nearly everything she had possessed, including her own and husband's clothing, bed-clothing, &c. We took the case up, and found the wife had been in much better circumstances, and had borne a good character, and that her distress was really caused mora through unwillingness to be hard on others than from any fault of her own.
We were able to collect (to a large extent through the kindness of a lady, with whom the woman's father had besn a farm servant), sufficient money to redeem a great many of the most necessary articles pawned, and we have now every reason to believr, as the husband is now in work and they have no longer the house on their hands, that for the future they will be able to have a comfortable and happy home.
In these cases the chief tenants of the respective houses showed themselves distinctly unbusinesslike, and suffered through their lack of business capacity. In this case one would rather help the wife alone than the wife as supporter of the husband. But as the Lord of the Harvest has ordained that wheat and tares shall grow together until the harvest, we must be prepared for the tares occasionally getting the benefit of that which was meant only for the wheat.
(To be continued.)
